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Tourism remains a cornerstone of Sri Lanka's economic and social progress, making 
meaningful contributions to foreign exchange revenues, job creation, and regional 
growth. As the sector rebounds within an increasingly competitive global environment, 
understanding international visitor markets has become critical for effective planning 
and strategic direction. 

This report ñFrom Arrivals to Insights: Understanding Sri Lanka's Top Source Markets" 
delivers an in-depth examination of the primary markets driving inbound tourism in 
2025. It moves beyond surface-level statistics to analyze market share, seasonal 
patterns, length of stay, and evolving traveller behaviour, drawing on official data from 
the Department of Immigration and Emigration.  

The findings are designed to equip policymakers, destination marketers, and private 
sector stakeholders with the intelligence needed to prioritize markets, sharpen 
promotional strategies, and elevate the visitor experience ultimately reinforcing Sri 
Lanka's standing as a competitive and sustainable destination. 

Key Source markets to Sri Lanka, 2025 
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Sri Lanka recorded a historic 2.3 million tourist arrivals in 2025 , its highest-ever 
annual figure reflecting the remarkable resilience and momentum of the island's 
tourism sector. Leading this milestone was India , which contributed 531,511 arrivals, 
more than double any other country, with a year-on-year increase exceeding 114,000 
visitors. This dominance is underpinned by geographic proximity, robust air 
connectivity, deep cultural ties, and well-targeted marketing campaigns. 

Building on this strong foundation from key Asian markets, established Western 
nations also performed solidly. The UK secured second place with 212,277 arrivals, 
while Russia slipped to third with 186,580, impacted by economic pressures and other 
factors. Notably, Australia and France both crossed the 100,000 arrival threshold, 
signaling expanding appeal in these regions. 

Beyond the top performers, several emerging markets showed impressive trajectories. 
Bangladesh made a striking debut in the top ten, surging from 39,555 to 59,563 
arrivals, driven by affordable travel and regional circuits. The Netherlands maintained 
strong Western European momentum. China, however, remained largely stagnant  
representing a significant untapped opportunity for targeted re-engagement strategies. 
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Age Distribution  

Per Day Expenditure  

Gender Distribution  
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Purpose of Visit 

Tourist Arrivals by Month 
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