Sustainable Destination Vs
Tourist Destinations

In nutshell, tourist destinations aim to attract visitors, sustainable destinations go a step
further by prioritizing environmental conservation, cultural preservation, and community
well-being to ensure the long-term health of the destination. Each area in detail list below;

1. Definition:

a. Sustainable Destination: A sustainable destination is a place that aims to
protect and enhance its environmental, socio-cultural, and economic
aspects for the well-being of current and future generations.

b. Tourist Destination: A tourist destination is a location that attracts
travelers for recreational, cultural, or leisure purposes. It may or may not
have a focus on sustainability.

2. Purpose and Focus:

a. Tourist Destination: A tourist destination primarily focuses on attracting
visitors and providing a range of tourism-related services and experiences.
The emphasis is on maximizing tourism revenues and attracting as many
tourists as possible.

b. Sustainable Destination: A sustainable destination, on the other hand,
places a strong emphasis on minimizing negative environmental, social, and
cultural impacts while maximizing long-term benefits for both the
environment and the local community. The primary focus is on responsible
and ethical tourism practices.

3. Primary Focus:

a. Sustainable Destination: Sustainability and responsible tourism are the
primary focus, emphasizing environmental preservation, community
engagement, and economic viability.

b. Tourist Destination: The primary focus is on attracting tourists and
providing them with entertainment, relaxation, and cultural experiences.

4. Environmental Impact:

a. Sustainable Destination: Minimizes negative environmental impacts
through eco-friendly practices, conservation efforts, and sustainable
infrastructure.

b. Tourist Destination: Environmental impact may vary; some tourist
destinations may not prioritize sustainability, leading to environmental
degradation.

S. Community and Culture:

a. Sustainable Destination: Embraces and respects local cultures, involving
communities in tourism planning and ensuring they benefit from tourism
economically and socially.

b. Tourist Destination: May or may not actively engage with local
communities and may sometimes lead to cultural commodification.
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6. Economic Sustainability:
a. Sustainable Destination: Promotes economic sustainability by reinvesting
tourism revenue into local development and job creation.
b. Tourist Destination: Primarily focuses on generating revenue through
tourism, which may not always benefit the local economy.

7. Visitor Experience:

a. Sustainable Destination: Offers authentic and unique experiences that
often involve nature-based or cultural activities with an educational
component.

b. Tourist Destination: Offers a wide range of attractions and services, often
catering to a variety of visitor preferences, from entertainment to relaxation.

8. Long-Term Goals:
a. Sustainable Destination: Strives for long-term sustainability by preserving
natural resources and cultural heritage for future generations.
b. Tourist Destination: May have a shorter-term focus on profit and attracting
visitors without a primary emphasis on long-term sustainability.

9. Regulations and Certifications:
a. Sustainable Destination: Often adheres to eco-certifications and
sustainable tourism guidelines, such as Green Destination and Control
Union, EarthCheck and Green Globe etc.
b. Tourist Destination: May or may not have specific certifications related to
sustainability.

In summary, the sustainable destination prioritizes long-term environmental and social
well-being, while tourist destinations often focus on short-term economic gains and
attracting visitors. Sustainable destinations aim to minimize negative impacts and involve
local communities, whereas tourist destinations vary in their sustainability efforts and
impact on the environment and culture.

In other words, while tourist destinations focus primarily on attracting visitors and
generating revenue, sustainable destinations take a more holistic approach, considering
the long-term well-being of the environment, local communities, and economies. The
emphasis is on responsible tourism that minimizes negative impacts and ensures the
destination's sustainability for future generations.

For more detail <infonstc@srilanka.travel> or WhatsApp 0718108410
Or <www.sltda.gov.lk/ en/ sustainable-tourism>
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