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Introduction  
 
The following document provides a synthesis of the most recent September 2025 international 
visitor arrivals data sourced from the Department of Immigration & Emigration. The data is 
current as of 30th September 2025, and subject to change. The data provides an overview of 
month -on- month and annual changes in visitor arrivals to Sri Lanka from international source 
markets. The data is meant to provide an overview of how travel and tourism is performing to 
Sri Lanka. 
 
This report is developed by the Research & International Relations Division at Sri Lanka 
Tourism Development Authority (SLTDA). Questions, comments and feedback are welcome 
and will support the future amendment and enhancement of the report to ensure it meets the 
data and insights needs of Sri Lankaôs Government and industry stakeholders. 
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Summary  

Sri Lanka's tourist arrivals for the 

first nine months of 2025 show a 

consistently positive trend 

compared to the same period in 

2024, with each month recording 

a year-on -year increase. Growth 

was particularly strong in January, 

September, August, and June all 

of which saw increases exceeding 

20%. The month of September 

stood out with arrivals reaching 

158,971, marking the highest 

growth rate of 30.2% among all 

nine months. Sri Lanka welcomed 

a total of 1.73 million tourists in the 

first nine months of 2025, marking 

a 16.2% increase from the 

previous year's cumulative total 

for the same period 

 

The impressive 30.2% growth in 

tourist arrivals for September was 

significantly driven by strong 

performance in key source markets: 

India, the United Kingdom, China, 

Germany, and Australia. Their 

substantial contribution underscores 

the restored travel confidence.  

UN Tourism reports that the first half 

of 2025 saw sustained international 

travel demand, even in the face of 

growing geopolitical and trade 

tensions. The main challenges for 

the year, as indicated by the Panel of 

Tourism Experts and the UN 

Tourism Confidence Index, are 

elevated costs for transport and 

accommodation, combined with 

other adverse economic factors.

Table 1. Monthly tourist arrivals, September 2025  
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2025 
% 

Change 
2025/24 

January  
 

    208,253 252,761 21.4 

February  218,350 240,217 10.0 

March  209,181 229,298 9.6 

April  
 

 

148,867 
 

   174,608 
 

17.3 

May 112,128 132,919 18.5 

June  113,470 138,241 21.8 

July  
 

 

187,810 
 

 

 

 

200,244 

 

 

 

 

                                                      6.6 

August  
 

164,609 
 

198,235 
     

                                       20.4 

September  
 

 

                                             122,140 
 

 

158,971 
 

 

30.2 

October  135,907   

November  
 

184,158 
 

 

December  
 

248,592   
 

 

 

 

TOTAL  

 

 

 

2,053,465 

 

 

 

1,725,494  

1 
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158,971 
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Tourist arrivals by region and percentage share  

September  2025 
 

Map 1. Tourist arrivals by region and percentage share   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASIA & 

PACIFIC 

92,699 

58.3% 

MIDDLE 

EAST 

2,317 

1.5% AFRICA 

1,209 

0.8% 

EUROPE 

56,090 

35.3% 

AMERICAS 

6,656 

4.2% 

By Air  By Sea 

158,866 
105 

The regional distribution of tourist arrivals to Sri Lanka in the month of September reveals a 

clear and heavily skewed geographic dependency. The vast majority of visitors, accounting 

for 58.3% of the total, originate from the Asia & Pacific region, which contributed 92,699 

arrivals. This establishes it as the dominant source market, underscoring the critical 

importance of regional proximity and travel links for Sri Lanka's tourism industry. 

Europe stands as the second most significant contributor, providing 35.3% of total arrivals 

with 56,090 visitors. This indicates that Europe remains a vital and robust market for Sri 

Lankan tourism. All other regions play a comparatively minor role. The Americas (6,656 

arrivals, 4.2%), the Middle East (2,317, 1.5%), and Africa (1,209, 0.8%) together constitute 

only a small fraction of the total tourist inflow, suggesting potential for future growth in these 

markets. 
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Top primary markets and top potential markets  
Top primary markets, September  2025 
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India  

 

Arrivals: 49,697 / % Share: 31.3 

 

01 

United Kingdom                                      
Arrivals: 10,752 / % Share: 6.8 02 

China  
Arrivals: 10,527 / % Share: 6.6 03 

Germany  
Arrivals: 9,344 / % Share: 5.9 04 

Australia  
Arrivals: 9,105 / % Share: 5.7 
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France  
Arrivals: 5,144 / % Share:  3.2 

Bangladesh  
Arrivals: 4,953 / % Share: 3.1 

 

Spain  
Arrivals: 4,841 / % Share: 3.0 

 

Belgium      
Arrivals: 1,732 / % Share: 1.1 

 

 

Israel             
Arrivals: 2,136 / % Share: 1.3 

Switzerland  
Arrivals: 2,193 / % Share: 1.4 

Italy  
Arrivals: 2,340 / % Share:  1.5 

Canada 
Arrivals: 2,513 / % Share: 1.6 

Poland  
Arrivals: 2,654 / % Share: 1.7 

 

Russia  
Arrivals: 3,228 / % Share:  2.0 

United States  
Arrivals: 3,569 / % Share: 2.2 

 

Maldives  
Arrivals: 3,930 / % Share: 2.5 

Note: The top primary markets for Sri Lanka have been identified using visitor arrivals. The previous methodology used 

to identify the markets was altered due to the current arrival trends in the source markets and the socio-economic factors 

in Sri Lanka. The intention is to track these source markets on a go-forward basis to understand future performance of 

Sri Lankaôs tourism economy, including during the projected international tourism recovery period, 2022-2025. 

Malaysia  
Arrivals: 2,570 / % Share: 1.6 

  Netherlands  
Arrivals: 4,433 / % Share: 2.8 

Japan  
Arrivals: 4,137 / % Share: 2.6 
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Top potential markets, September  2025  
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Note: The top potential markets for Sri Lanka have been identified using visitor arrivals data. The previous 

methodology used to identify the markets was altered due to the current arrival trends in the source markets and the 

socio-economic factors in Sri Lanka. The intention is to track these source markets on a go-forward basis to 

understand future performance of Sri Lankaôs tourism economy, including during the projected international tourism 

recovery period, 2022-2025. 

 

Pakistan  
Arrivals: 1,468 / % Share: 0.9 

New Zealand  
Arrivals: 1,200 / % Share: 0.8 

Singapore  
Arrivals: 1,053 / % Share: 0.7 

 

Iran 
Arrivals: 846 / % Share: 0.5 

Austria  
Arrivals: 708 / % Share: 0.4 

Philippines  
Arrivals: 643 / % Share: 0.4 

Czech Republic  
Arrivals: 641 / % Share: 0.4 

Denmark            
Arrivals: 601 / % Share: 0.4 

Nepal             
Arrivals: 595 / % Share: 0.4 

South Korea  
Arrivals: 567 / % Share: 0.4 
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