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Introduction  
 
The following document provides a synthesis of the most recent October 2025 international 
visitor arrivals data sourced from the Department of Immigration & Emigration. The data is 
current as of 31st October 2025, and subject to change. The data provides an overview of 
month on month and annual changes in visitor arrivals to Sri Lanka from international source 
markets. The data is meant to provide an overview of how travel and tourism is performing to 
Sri Lanka. 
 
This report is developed by the Research & International Relations Division at Sri Lanka 
Tourism Development Authority (SLTDA). Questions, comments and feedback are welcome 
and will support the future amendment and enhancement of the report to ensure it meets the 
data and insights needs of Sri Lankaôs Government and industry stakeholders. 
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Summary  
The tourist arrival data indicates a robust and 

positive recovery for Sri Lanka's tourism 

sector. Comparing the first ten months of 

2025 to the same period in 2024, arrivals have 

surged by 269,972 visitors, a significant 

16.7% increase. This overall growth is driven 

by strong performance across nearly all 

months, with no month recording a decline. 
The standout insight is the changing 

seasonality and emergence of new peaks. 

While traditional high season months like 

January and August contributed substantially 

to absolute growth, the most remarkable 

performer is September, which saw an 

increase of 30.2%. This suggests a 

successful expansion of the tourist season 

beyond traditional windows. Furthermore, the 

consistent high-growth rates (exceeding 20%) 

in the shoulder months of June and October 

point to a more resilient, year-round tourism 

flow. The growth narrative is not uniform. 

July's relatively muted growth (6.6%) stands 

out as an anomaly in an otherwise strong 

year. This could indicate capacity constraints 

during the peak European summer holiday 

period or increased competition from other 

destinations. The top-line growth story is 

compelling, but the underlying monthly shifts 

reveal a dynamic market. 

The impressive 21.5% increase in tourist 

arrivals in October, compared to the same 

month in 2024, was largely fueled by strong 

performances from key source markets such 

as India, the United Kingdom, Russia, China, 

and Germany. Their significant contributions 

reflect a renewed confidence in travel to Sri 

Lanka and highlight the countryôs 

strengthening appeal as a preferred 

destination. 

Despite the growth in tourist arrivals to Sri 

Lanka, the Panel of Tourism Experts and the 

UN Tourism Confidence Index highlight 

several challenges affecting the sectorôs 

performance. The main concerns for the year 

include elevated transport and 

accommodation costs, along with other 

adverse economic factors that could constrain 

further growth. While arrivals have shown a 

positive trajectory, these rising costs may 

impact travel affordability and slow down the 

momentum

Table 1. Monthly tourist arrivals, October  2025 
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2025 
% 

Change 
2025/24 

January  
 

    208,253 252,761 21.4 

February  218,350 240,217 10.0 

March  209,181 229,298 9.6 

April  
 

 

148,867 
 

   174,608 
 

17.3 

May 112,128 132,919 18.5 

June  113,470 138,241 21.8 

July  
 

 

187,810 
 

 

 

 

200,244 

 

 

 

 

                                                      6.6 

August  
 

164,609 
 

198,235 
     

                                       20.4 

September  
 

 

                                             122,140 
 

 

158,971 
 

 

30.2 

October  135,907 165,193 21.5 

November  
 

184,158 
 

 

December  
 

248,592   
 

 

 

 

TOTAL  

 

 

 

2,053,465 

 

 

 

1,890,687  

1 

Tourist Arrivals | October  2025 

165,193 
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Tourist arrivals by region and percentage share  

October  2025 
 

Map 1. Tourist arrivals by region and percentage share   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASIA & 

PACIFIC 

87,477 

53.0% 

MIDDLE 

EAST 

2,345 

1.4% AFRICA 

1,220 

 0.7% 

EUROPE 

67,121 

40.6% 

AMERICAS 

7,030 

 4.3% 

By Air  By Sea 

165,193 
0 

The regional distribution of tourist arrivals to Sri Lanka in October reveals a market heavily 

concentrated in two key areas. With a total of 165,193 visitors, the landscape is dominated by 

the Asia & Pacific region, which contributed 87,477 arrivals, accounting for a commanding 53% 

of all tourists. This is closely followed by Europe, which served as the second pillar of inbound 

travel with 67,121 arrivals, making up 40.6% of the total. Together, these two regions were 

responsible for over 93% of all visitors, underlining their critical importance to the nation's 

tourism sector. 

This data highlights both a strategic strength and a potential vulnerability. The strong 

performance from Asia & Pacific and Europe provides a stable and substantial revenue base. 

However, such a high degree of reliance means that any economic or political instability in 

these regions could significantly impact Sri Lanka's tourism economy. Meanwhile, other 

regions represent largely untapped potential. The Americas, Middle East, and Africa 

collectively contributed less than 7% of arrivals, indicating substantial opportunities for future 

market diversification. In summary, the current strategy should focus on consolidating the core 

markets while actively pursuing growth in the underrepresented regions to build a more resilient 

and balanced tourism portfolio. 
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Top primary markets and top potential markets  
Top primary markets, October  2025 
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India  

 

Arrivals: 48,113 / % Share: 29.1 01 

United Kingdom                                      
Arrivals: 12,934 / % Share: 7.8 02 

Russia  
Arrivals: 11,496 / % Share: 7.0 03 

China  
Arrivals: 10,864 / % Share: 6.6 04 

Germany  
Arrivals: 9,753 / % Share: 5.9 

 

05 

Australia  
Arrivals: 7,903 / % Share:  4.8 

Bangladesh  
Arrivals: 5,521 / % Share: 3.3 

 

France  
Arrivals: 5,157 / % Share: 3.1 

 

Pakistan     
Arrivals: 1,677 / % Share: 1.0 

 

 

Malaysia  
Arrivals: 1,810 / % Share: 1.1 

Italy  
Arrivals: 1,913 / % Share: 1.2 

Israel  
Arrivals: 1,929 / % Share:  1.2 

Switzerland  
Arrivals: 2,079 / % Share: 1.3 

Japan  
Arrivals: 2,253 / % Share: 1.4 

 

Canada 
Arrivals: 2,444 / % Share:  1.5 

Maldives  
Arrivals: 2,780 / % Share: 1.7 

 

Netherlands  
Arrivals: 3,441 / % Share: 2.1 

Note: The top primary markets for Sri Lanka have been identified using visitor arrivals. The previous methodology used 

to identify the markets was altered due to the current arrival trends in the source markets and the socio-economic factors 

in Sri Lanka. The intention is to track these source markets on a go-forward basis to understand future performance of 

Sri Lankaôs tourism economy, including during the projected international tourism recovery period, 2022-2025. 

Poland  
Arrivals: 2,182 / % Share: 1.3 

  United States  
Arrivals: 3,991 / % Share: 2.4 

Spain  
Arrivals: 3,692 / % Share: 2.2 
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Top potential markets, October  2025 
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Note: The top potential markets for Sri Lanka have been identified using visitor arrivals data. The previous 

methodology used to identify the markets was altered due to the current arrival trends in the source markets and the 

socio-economic factors in Sri Lanka. The intention is to track these source markets on a go-forward basis to 

understand future performance of Sri Lankaôs tourism economy, including during the projected international tourism 

recovery period, 2022-2025. 

 

South Korea  
Arrivals: 1,105 / % Share: 0.7 

New Zealand  
Arrivals: 1,069 / % Share: 0.6 

Singapore  
Arrivals: 1,011 / % Share: 0.6 

 

Denmark            
Arrivals: 969 / % Share: 0.6 

Austria  
Arrivals: 878 / % Share: 0.5 

Belgium  
Arrivals: 877 / % Share: 0.5 

Czech Republic  
Arrivals: 875 / % Share: 0.5 

Sweden  
Arrivals: 861 / % Share: 0.5 

Thailand            
Arrivals: 724 / % Share: 0.4 

Belarus  
Arrivals: 719 / % Share: 0.4 
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