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Introduction

The following document provides a synthesis of the most recent July 2025 international visitor
arrivals data sourced from the Department of Immigration & Emigration. The data is current
as of 315 July 2025, and subject to change. The data provides an overview of month-on-month
and annual changes in visitor arrivals to Sri Lanka from international source markets. The data
is meant to provide an overview of how travel and tourism is performing to Sri Lanka.

This report is developed by the Research & International Relations Division at Sri Lanka
Tourism Development Authority (SLTDA). Questions, comments and feedback are welcome
and will support the future amendment and enhancement of the report to ensure it meets the
data and insights needs of Sri Lankads Gover nmen
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Summary

Tourist arrivals to Sri Lanka show
robust growth in 2025, with arrivals for
January July reaching 1,368,288, a
significant 14.2% increase compared to
the same period in 2024. Every month
in 2025 recorded higher arrivals than its
2024 counterpart, with particularly
strong growth in January (+21.4%),
June (+21.8%), May (+18.5%), and
April (+17.3%).  While  growth
moderated somewhat in February
(+10.0%), March (+9.62%), and notably
in July (+6.6%), the overall trend is
positive. Having already achieved 67%
of 2024's full-year total within the first

Sri Lanka is well positioned to
significantly surpass the 2024 total of
2,053,465 arrivals barring major
disruptions. This positive trend may
suggests the effectiveness of factors
such as improved airline connectivity,
and streamlined visa processes.

In July, key source markets including
India, the United Kingdom, the
Netherlands, China, and France
played a pivotal role in revitalizing Sri
Lankads tourism
contributions  significantly boosted
tourist arrivals and supported the

sector .

seven months, and with the peak
season (August-December) still ahead,

continued growth of the industry
during this period.

Table 1. Monthly tourist arrivals,  July 2025

%
Month 2024 2025 Change
2025/24

January 208,253 252,761 21.4

February 218,350 240,217 10.0 \
March 209,181 229,298 9.6 7 ‘
April 148,867 174,608 17.3 ﬁ \k
May 112,128 132,919 18.5 \ ,\ &

June 113,470 138,241 21.8 N | £
July 187,810 200,244 6.6 \\-, \
August 164,609 (/ "
September 122.140 | ‘ —
October 135,907 &

November 184,158

December 248,592
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Tourist arrivals by region and percentage share
July 2025

Map 1. Tourist arrivals by region and percentage share
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Tourist arrivals by regions reveals a highly concentrated source market for Sri Lanka's
tourism, dominated overwhelmingly by Europe and Asia & the Pacific. Europe is the single
largest source region, contributing 103,349 arrivals (51.6%), representing more than half of
all tourists. Asia & the Pacific is the second major contributor, accounting for 80,272 arrivals
(40.08%). Together, these two regions account for a substantial 91.68% of total tourist
arrivals. The Americas represent a much smaller segment at 11,182 arrivals (5.6%), while
the Middle East (4,188 arrivals, 2.1%) and Africa (1,253 arrivals, 0.6%) currently constitute
very minor source markets. This distribution underscores Sri Lanka's strong appeal to
traditional European holidaymakers and its proximity driven advantage within Asia, while
highlighting significant potential for growth diversification, particularly in the Americas and
Middle Eastern markets.The sustained high arrival numbers from Asia & Pacific and Europe
can be attributed to steady travel demand, robust air connectivity, cultural appeal, and
attractive travel packages. In contrast, the lower figures from the Middle East and Africa may
stem from limited direct flight options, reduced marketing outreach, or lower awareness of
Sri Lanka as a travel destination. This regional concentration reveals a level of vulnerability,
especially if disruptions impact the dominant source markets.
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Top primary markets and top potential markets
Top primary markets, July 2025

Note: The top primary markets for Sri Lanka have been identified using visitor arrivals. The previous methodology used
to identify the markets was altered due to the current arrival trends in the source markets and the socio-economic factors
in Sri Lanka. The intention is to track these source markets on a go-forward basis to understand future performance of
Sri L a n lsma écenonty oincluding during the projected international tourism recovery period, 2022-2025.
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Top potential markets, July 2025

Note: The top potential markets for Sri Lanka have been identified using visitor arrivals data. The previous
methodology used to identify the markets was altered due to the current arrival trends in the source markets and the
socio-economic factors in Sri Lanka. The intention is to track these source markets on a go-forward basis to
understand future performance of Sri Lankads tourism

recovery period, 2022-2025.
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