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Introduction

The following document provides a synthesis of the most recent December 2025 international
visitor arrivals data sourced from the Department of Immigration & Emigration. The data is
current as of 315 December 2025, and subject to change. The data provides an overview of
month on month and annual changes in visitor arrivals to Sri Lanka from international source
markets. The data is meant to provide an overview of how travel and tourism is performing to
Sri Lanka.

This report is developed by the Research & International Relations Division at Sri Lanka
Tourism Development Authority (SLTDA). Questions, comments and feedback are welcome
and will support the future amendment and enhancement of the report to ensure it meets the
data and insights needs of Sr itakehodderk a6s Gover nmen
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Summary

Sri Lankads tourism
strong growth in 2025 compared to 2024,
with total arrivals increasing from 2,053,465
to 2,362,521, reflecting an impressive
overall annual growth rate of 15.1%. This
indicates  continued recovery and
strengthening of the sector, supported by
growing traveler confidence, improved
destination appeal, and likely supportive
policies and marketing initiatives.

Monthly  performance trends  show
particularly strong growth in the early part of
the year. January recorded a remarkable
21.4% increase, followed by February at
10.0% and March at 9.6%, reflecting strong
winter season demand from key tourist-
generating markets. This suggests effective
positioning of Sri Lanka during the global
peak travel season and possibly improved
air connectivity and branding efforts.
Growth remains encouraging during the
mid-year period as well. April (17.3%), May
(18.5%), and June (21.8%) recorded

s e cahdothe abiltypte attraet rvisiterd begond

traditional peak periods.

Interestingly, July, typically a strong month,
recorded comparatively modest growth of
6.6%, which may indicate potential
constraints such as capacity limitations,
pricing pressures, or heightened regional
competition during this travel period.
However, performance strengthens
significantly again in the latter part of the
year, particularly in August (20.4%),
September (30.2%), October (21.5%), and
November (15.6%). September shows the
highest year-on-year growth (30.2%),
highlighting a major upswing in off peak
travel and signaling improved demand
stability throughout the year. December
continues to be a strong month in terms
absolute arrivals, however growth remained
modest at 4.2 % largely due to adverse
impact of cyclone Ditwah.

The data indicates broad based, resilient
tourism growth across most months, not

notable increases, indicating strengthening
of the shoulder season and improved
seasonality management. This points
towards diversification of tourism offerings

Table 1. Monthly tourist arrivals, December 2025

limited only to traditional peak seasons.
Strong off-peak and shoulder season
performance suggests successful
diversification, increased appeal to long-
haul and repeat travelers, and likely

2025 % improvements in connectivity, marketing,
Change and tourism offerings.
2025/24 _ _
January 208,253 252,761 214 However, comparatively Ipwer growth in
Eab STBEED SR 600 July and December also signals a need to
ebruary ’ ' : examine issues such as pricing strategy,
Mar_ch 209,181 229,298 9.6 infrastructure capacity, and competitive
April 148,867 174,608 17.3 positioning during peak periods. The
May 112,128 132,919 18.5 findings emphasize the importance of
June 113,470 138,241 21.8 capacity planning for high-demand months,
July 187,810 200,244 6.6 continued promotion of off-season travel,
' ' strengthening service quality and visitor
August 164,609 198,235 20.4 experience, and sustaining policy stability,
September 122,140 158,971 30.2 connectivity improvements, and destination
October 135,907 165,193 21.5 safety.
November 184,158 212,906 15.6 ) )
BEEE 248 592 258 928 4.2 Tourist Arrivals | December 2025
TOTAL 2,053,465 2,362,521 15.1

258,928
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Tourist arrivals by region and percentage share
December 2025

Map 1. Tourist arrivals by region and percentage share
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By Air By Sea

Tourist arrivals to Sri Lanka in December reveal a clear and strong dependence on two key
regions: Europe and Asia & Pacific. Together, these regions account for a dominant 92.7% of all
arrivals, with Europe alone contributing 51.3% and Asia & Pacific 41.4%. This overwhelming
share underscores Sri Lanka's established appeal as a major winter sun destination for these
markets, likely driven by factors such as historical travel corridors, direct flight connectivity, and
the country's well known blend of cultural, scenic, and beach attractions.

In contrast, the regions of the Americas, Africa, and the Middle East collectively represent a
minimal 7.3% of total arrivals. This significant underperformance highlights substantial untapped
potential. Barriers such as limited direct air connectivity, higher perceived travel distances and
costs, or less focused promotional efforts in these regions may be limiting growth. The small but
notable presence from Africa and the Middle East, however, suggests emerging niche segments,
such as travelers from Gulf countries seeking alternative winter getaways, which could be
nurtured further.

The current distribution suggests a need for a balanced approach. While it is prudent to continue
strengthening core markets in Europe and Asia, diversifying the visitor base is crucial for long
term resilience and growth. This could involve targeted initiatives to improve air access from
underrepresented regions and developing tailored tourism products such as adventure, luxury,
or wellness packages that specifically appeal to American, African, and Middle Eastern travelers.
Furthermore, capitalizing on the peak December season by enhancing festive and event based
tourism could help solidify Sri Lanka's position as a premier year end destination.
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Sri Lanka's December tourism performance demonstrates robust health in its primary source
markets but also reveals a clear opportunity for geographical diversification. By implementing
region specific strategies to enhance accessibility and appeal, Sri Lanka can reduce its reliance
on two major regions and build a more stable and growing tourism economy for the future.
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Top primary markets and top potential markets
Top primary markets, December 2025
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Note: The top primary markets for Sri Lanka have been identified using visitor arrivals. The previous methodology used
to identify the markets was altered due to the current arrival trends in the source markets and the socio-economic factors
in Sri Lanka. The intention is to track these source markets on a go-forward basis to understand future performance of
Sri Lankaés tourism economy, includina durina 0% proi
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Top potential markets, December 2025

Note: The top potential markets for Sri Lanka have been identified using visitor arrivals data. The previous
methodology used to identify the markets was altered due to the current arrival trends in the source markets and the
socio-economic factors in Sri Lanka. The intention is to track these source markets on a go-forward basis to
understand future performance of Sringthe projekteddnserndtianal tourismm

recovery period, 2022-2025.
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