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Introduction

The following document provides a synthesis of the most recent August 2025 international
visitor arrivals data sourced from the Department of Immigration & Emigration. The data is
current as of 315 August 2025, and subject to change. The data provides an overview of
month-on-month and annual changes in visitor arrivals to Sri Lanka from international source
markets. The data is meant to provide an overview of how travel and tourism is performing to
Sri Lanka.

This report is developed by the Research & International Relations Division at Sri Lanka
Tourism Development Authority (SLTDA). Questions, comments and feedback are welcome
and will support the future amendment and enhancement of the report to ensure it meets the
data and insights needs of Sri Lankads Gover nmen
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Summary

Tourist arrivals to Sri Lanka indicates
a consistently positive trend in tourist
arrivals for the first eight months of
2025 compared to the same period in
2024. Every month from January to
August shows a year over year
increase, resulting in a substantial
overall growth of 14.9% for this
period, equating to over 200,000
additional visitors. The growth was
particularly strong in June and
January, which saw increases
exceeding 21%.

In August, this momentum was
notably  reinforced by  strong
performance in key source markets.

India, the United Kingdom, Germany,
China, and ltaly played a pivotal role
I n revitalizing
sector, contributing significantly to the
month's 20.4% growth in arrivals.
Their continued engagement reflects
effective targeted marketing, restored
travel confidence, and possibly
strengthened diplomatic and air travel
ties. This diversified market base not
only boosts arrival numbers but also
reduces seasonal and economic
dependency on any single region,
supporting a more resilient and
sustainable growth path for the
industry.

Sri

Table 1. Monthly tourist arrivals,  August 2025

%
Month 2024 2025 Change
2025/24

January 208,253 252,761 21.4

February 218,350 240,217 10.0

March 209,181 229,298 9.6 \
April 148,867 174,608 17.3 ; ‘
May 112,128 132,919 18.5 ﬁ \k
June 113,470 138,241 21.8 \ J\ A

July 187,810 200,244 6.6 i S \
August 164,609 198235  20.4 ' A
September 122,140 {-/I
October 135,907 . -
November 184,158 l

December 248,592

TOTAL 2,053,465 1,566,523 Tourist Arrivals | August 2025

198,235
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Tourist arrivals by region and percentage share
August 2025

Map 1. Tourist arrivals by region and percentage share
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By Air By Sea
Tourist arrivals to Sri Lanka in August reveals a clear dominance of two key regions: Europe
and Asia & the Pacific. Europe contributed 93,467 visitors, accounting for 47.1% of all
arrivals, underscoring the continued importance of traditional source countries like the UK,
Germany, and France. Asia & the Pacific followed closely with 89,574 arrivals, representing
45.2% of the total, driven largely by proximity and strong travel links with India and China,
as well as growing interest from other Southeast Asian and Pacific nations. Together, these
two regions formed the overwhelming majority of tourists, highlighting both the strength and
potential vulnerability of Sri Lankabs re

Other regions played comparatively minor roles. The Americas accounted for 5.0% of
arrivals, with 9,829 visitors, indicating modest but valuable engagement from the United
States and Canada. The Middle East contributed 3,495 tourists (1.8%), suggesting
emerging though still limited interest from countries in this region. Africa, with just 1,870
arrivals (0.9%), remained the smallest source region, representing a largely untapped
market with potential for future growth.
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Top primary markets and top potential markets
Top primary markets, August 2025

Note: The top primary markets for Sri Lanka have been identified using visitor arrivals. The previous methodology used
to identify the markets was altered due to the current arrival trends in the source markets and the socio-economic factors
in Sri Lanka. The intention is to track these source markets on a go-forward basis to understand future performance of
Sr i L an lsmaécsnontyonecluding during the projected international tourism recovery period, 2022-2025.
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Top potential markets, August 2025

Note: The top potential markets for Sri Lanka have been identified using visitor arrivals data. The previous
methodology used to identify the markets was altered due to the current arrival trends in the source markets and the
socio-economic factors in Sri Lanka. The intention is to track these source markets on a go-forward basis to
understand future performance of Sri Lankads tourism
recovery period, 2022-2025.




