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Introduction

The following document provides a synthesis of the mastntAugust 2024 international visitor arrivals data sourced
from the Department of Immigration & Emigration. The data is current 88°@#ugust2024, and subject to change. The
data provides an overview of mordh-month and annual changes in visitor arrivalSitioLanka from international source
markets. The data is meant to provide an overview of how travel and tourism is performing to Sri Lanka.

This report is developed by the Research & International Relations Division at Sri Lanka Tourism Developmeity Authc
(SLTDA). Questions, comments and feedback are welcome and will support the future amendment and enhancement
report to ensure it meets the data and insights needc
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Summary

In August, Sri Lanka welcomed 164,609 tourists,
reflecting a 12.3% decline compared to July but
showing a 20.7% increase compared to August
2023. The total tourist arrivals by the end of August
reached 1,362,688, highlighting a steady recovery in
the tourism sector. The month-over-month decline
could be attributed to seasonal fluctuations, as
August often sees reduced travel due to the end of
summer vacations in key source markets. However,
the year-on-year growth of 20.7% indicates a
positive trend, driven by ongoing efforts to attract
more Visitors compared to the previous year, when
numbers were likely impacted by lingering effects of
the pandemic or economic challenges. Despite the

and economic conditions in source countries may
continue to influence arrival numbers.

In August, Sri Lanka's primary source markets were
India, the United Kingdom, China, Germany, and
Italy with notable increases in visitors from these
countries driving the growth of the tourism sector.

The latest UNWTO Barometer reflects a generally
positive outlook for international tourism from May to
August 2024, with strong recovery anticipated.
However, this recovery is limited by factors such as
economic challenges like inflation and high fuel
costs, geopolitical uncertainties, travel restrictions,
visa requirements, low consumer confidence, and

monthly variations, the cumulative total emphasizes
the resilience and gradual recovery of Sri Lanka's
tourism industry, although factors like seasonality

ongoing COVID-19 concerns, all of which continue
to affect the pace of tourism's rebound.

Table 1. Monthly tourist arrivals , August 2024

January 102,545 208,253 103.08
February 107,639 218,350 102.08
March 125,495 209,181 66.7
April 105,498 148,867 41.1
May 83,309 112,128 34.6
June 100,388 113,470 13.0
July 143,039 187,810 31.30
August 136,405 164,609 20.7
September 111,938

October 109,199

November 151,496

December 210,352

Tourist Arrivals |

164,609

August 2024

TOTAL 1487303 | 1,362,688 -
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Tourist arrivals by region and percentage share

August 2024

Map 1. Tourist arrivals by region and percentage share
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Europe remains a dominant force in Sri Lanka's tourism, contributing 49.2% of total arrivals, while Asia and the
Pacific are becoming increasingly influential, accounting for 43.7% of visitors. This shift highlights changing
dynamics, with both regions playing crucial roles in shaping the industry. Growth is largely driven by rising
demand from key markets such as India, the UK, Germany, and Italy, which have significantly bolstered Sri
Lankabdés tourism sector t hr odfgvbrable tonditiong. THe Araericad accountrfar e ¢
4.7% of arrivals, and the Middle East and Africa contribute 1.7% and 0.7%, respectively, adding to the diverse

profile of Sri Lankabds tourist | andscape. Thdwhdettheo n

growing influence of Asia and the Pacific underscores the appeal of regional travel. The relatively smaller shares
from the Americas, Middle East, and Africa suggest further opportunities for targeted strategies to diversify and
strengthen the market reach, enhancing the industry's overall recovery and growth.
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Top primary markets and topotential markets

Top primary markets , August 2024

Note: The top primary markets for Sri Lanka have been identified using visitor arrivals. The previous methodolc
to identify the markets was altered due to the current arrival trends in the source marketsacid#tenomidactors

in Sri Lanka.The intention is to track these source markets onfamgeard basis to understand future performance c
Sri Lankabdés tourism economy, including dur i202§. t he



Monthly Tourist Arrivals Report August 2024

Top potential markets , August 2024
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Note: The top potential markets for Sri Lanka have been identified using visitor arrivals data. The previous methodology
to identify the markets was altered due to the current arrival trends in the source marketsaoid-dv®nomicfactors in

SriLanka. The intention is to track these source marketsofaggo war d basi s t o understand
tourism economy, including during the projected international tourism recovery period2 @222
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Top ten source markets
August 2024

In August, India emerged as the top source of tourists to Sri Lanka, contributing 20.07% o
total arrivals,followed by the United Kingdom at 10.68%, China at 6.8%, and Germany at
6.45%. These figures reflect shifting travel preferences among tourists. Notably, there was
significant rise in arrivals from Italy, Spain, and the Netherlands compared to theugrevio
year, indicating a growing interest in Sri Lanka from these emerging markets. The decline ir
arrivals from Russia and India may be reflecting changes in travel motivatiwimg) this
period The rise of markets like Italy and the Netherlands highlighting dynamics in

tourist source countries, offering new op
its visitor base. This diversification helps reduce dependency on traditional markets an
enhances the 1 ndus ttuatioris & spe@fisriedionse nce agai n s

Chart 1. Topten source markets to Sri LankaAugust 2024
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Table 2. Top ten source markets to Sri LankaAugust

Tourist Arrivals ( August 2024) Tourist
Rank Country of Arrivals
Residence _
By Air By Sea  Total (August 2023)

1 India 31,005 2,026 33,031 30,593
2 United Kingdom 17,574 13 17,587 15,035
3 China 11,333 0 11,333 9,262
4 Germany 10,623 0 10,623 8,472
5 Italy 9,586 0 9,586 5,110
6 France 8,592 4 8,596 6,223
7 Spain 7,262 0 7,262 4,455
8 Australia 6,685 2 6,687 5,522
9 Netherlands 5,355 0 5,355 3,429
10 Russian Federation 4,351 0 4,351 6.853

Chart 2: Comparison of arrivals from top ten markets to Sri Lanka, July/ August 2024
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