
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Introduction  
 
The following document provides a synthesis of the most recent November, 2024 international visitor arrivals 
data sourced from the Department of Immigration & Emigration. The data is current as of 30th November 2024, 
and subject to change. The data provides an overview of month-on-month and annual changes in visitor arrivals 
to Sri Lanka from international source markets. The data is meant to provide an overview of how travel and 
tourism is performing to Sri Lanka. 
 
 
This report is developed by the Research & International Relations Division at Sri Lanka Tourism Development 
Authority (SLTDA). Questions, comments and feedback are welcome and will support the future amendment 
and enhancement of the report to ensure it meets the data and insights needs of Sri Lankaôs Government and 
industry stakeholders. 
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Summar y

In November, Sri Lanka welcomed 184,158 

tourists, marking a 35.5% increase from 

October and a significant 21.6% rise compared 

to November 2023. By the end of the month, the 

total number of arrivals reached 1,804,873, 

reflecting a consistent recovery in the tourism 

sector. Despite a conservative target of 182,693 

for November, the actual figures exceeded 

expectations, showcasing robust demand and a 

positive trend in the sectorôs growth this year. 

In November, Sri Lanka's main tourism 

markets were India, Russia, the United 

Kingdom, Germany, and China, with notable 

growth in tourist arrivals from these countries 

driving the sector's growth. 

According to the latest UNWTO Barometer, 

international tourist arrivals (overnight visitors) 

reached approximately 790 million in the first 

seven months of 2024, marking an 11% 

increase from 2023, though still 4% below 2019 

levels. Geopolitical uncertainties, including the 

Russian invasion of Ukraine, the Hamas-Israel 

conflict, and other rising tensions, continue to 

pose significant risks for the global tourism 

sector. However, the UN Tourism Confidence 

Index indicates optimistic expectations for the 

remainder of the year. 

Table 1. Monthly tourist arrivals , November  2024  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Month  

 

 

 

2023 

 

 

 

2024 % Change  
2024/23 

January  102,545 208,253 103.08 

February  107,639 218,350 102.08 

March  125,495 209,181 66.7 

April  105,498 
 

 

148,867 41.1 

May 83,309 112,128 34.6 

June  100,388 113,470 13.0 

July  143,039 
 

 

187,810 31.30 

August  136,405 164,609 20.7 

September  111,938 
 

 

                                             122,140 
 

 

9.11 

October  109,199 135,907 24.5 

November  151,496 184,158 
 

21.6 

December  210,352   
 

 

 

 

TOTAL  

 

 

 

 

1,487,303 

 

 

 

1,804,873 
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Tourist arrivals by region and percentage share 

November  2024 
 

Map 1. Tourist arrivals by region and percentage share   

 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

                                          

 

 

Europe has become a dominant force in Sri Lankaôs tourism industry, accounting for 52.7% of total 

visitors, while Asia and the Pacific follow closely with 40.9% of arrivals. This shift underscores the 

changing dynamics within the sector, with both regions playing key roles in driving growth. The rise in 

demand from key markets such as the Russian Federation, the UK, Germany, and France has 

significantly supported Sri Lankaôs tourism, aided by strong travel connections and favorable conditions. 

In contrast, the Americas represent 4.4% of arrivals, while the Middle East and Africa contribute 1.4% 

and 0.6%, respectively, enriching the diversity of the tourism landscape. 

The strong presence of visitors from Europe and Asia-Pacific highlights their consistent demand, 

whereas the relatively smaller contributions from the Americas, the Middle East, and Africa offer 

valuable opportunities for focused marketing and diversification. Strengthening connections with these 

regions could further bolster Sri Lanka's tourism industry, improving its resilience and supporting 

ongoing recovery and growth.
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Top primary markets and top potential markets 

Top primary markets , November  2024 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: The top primary markets for Sri Lanka have been identified using visitor arrivals. The previous methodology used 

to identify the markets was altered due to the current arrival trends in the source markets and the socio-economic factors 

in Sri Lanka. The intention is to track these source markets on a go-forward basis to understand future performance of 

Sri Lankaôs tourism economy, including during the projected international tourism recovery period, 2022-2025. 
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India  
Arrivals: 41,120 / % Share: 22.3 
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Russia                                       
Arrivals: 29,053 / % Share: 15.8 

2 

 

United Kingdom                
Arrivals: 12,912 / % Share: 7.0 
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Germany  

Arrivals: 12,593 / % Share: 6.8 
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China   
Arrivals: 8,371 / % Share: 4.5 
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Australia  
Arrivals: 7,937 / % Share: 4.3 

 

 Arrivals : 30,339 | % Share: 20.0 
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France  
Arrivals: 6,665 / % Share: 3.6 
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Poland   
Arrivals: 5,164 / % Share: 2.8 
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United States  
Arrivals: 4,472 / % Share: 2.4 

 Arrivals : 30,339 | % Share: 20.0 
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Spain  
Arrivals: 3,655 / % Share: 2.0 
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Netherlands  

 

Arrivals: 3,387/ % Share: 1.8 
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Bangladesh  
 

Arrivals: 3,375 / % Share:  1.8 
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Canada 
 

Arrivals: 3,085 / % Share: 1.7 
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Maldives  
 

   Arrivals: 2,982 / % Share: 1.6 
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Switzerland   
Arrivals: 2,490 / % Share: 1.4 
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Italy     
 

Arrivals: 2,237 / % Share: 1.2  
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Japan  
Arrivals: 2,178 / % Share: 1.2 
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Austria  

Arrivals: 1,705 / % Share: 0.9 
  

18

 

Malaysia  
 

Arrivals: 1,467 / % Share: 0.8 
 

19

 

Belarus              
Arrivals: 1,429 / % Share: 0.8 
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  Top potential markets , November  2024 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
Note: The top potential markets for Sri Lanka have been identified using visitor arrivals data. The previous methodology used 

to identify the markets was altered due to the current arrival trends in the source markets and the socio-economic factors in Sri 

Lanka. The intention is to track these source markets on a go-forward basis to understand future performance of Sri Lankaôs 

tourism economy, including during the projected international tourism recovery period, 2022-2025. 
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Belgium  
Arrivals: 1,390 / % Share: 0.8 
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Czech Republic                       
Arrivals: 1,357 / % Share: 0.7 
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Singapore  

Arrivals: 1,197 / % Share: 0.6 
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Pakistan  

Arrivals: 1,148 / % Share: 0.6 
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Sweden  
Arrivals: 1,132 / % Share: 0.6 
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Denmark  
Arrivals: 1,036 / % Share: 0.6 
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New Zealand  
Arrivals: 915 / % Share: 0.5 
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Portugal   
Arrivals : 856 / % Share: 0.5 

 

 

9 

Israel  
Arrivals: 878 / % Share: 0.5 
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Iran        
Arrivals: 804 / % Share:  0.4 
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