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Introduction  
 
The following document provides a synthesis of the most recent May 2025 international visitor 
arrivals data sourced from the Department of Immigration & Emigration. The data is current 
as of 31st May 2025, and subject to change. The data provides an overview of month-on-
month and annual changes in visitor arrivals to Sri Lanka from international source markets. 
The data is meant to provide an overview of how travel and tourism is performing to Sri Lanka. 
 
 
This report is developed by the Research & International Relations Division at Sri Lanka 
Tourism Development Authority (SLTDA). Questions, comments and feedback are welcome 
and will support the future amendment and enhancement of the report to ensure it meets the 
data and insights needs of Sri Lankaôs Government and industry stakeholders. 
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Summary  
Sri Lankaôs tourism sector is demonstrating 

strong momentum in early 2025, with 

January to May figures indicating 

substantial year-on-year growth. In 

January 2025, arrivals rose to 252,761, 

marking a robust 21.4% increase from 

January 2024 (208,253). February saw 

240,217 arrivals, up 10.0% from the 

previous year (218,350), while March 

recorded 229,298 arrivals, a 9.62% rise 

compared to March 2024 (209,181). 

Continuing this positive trajectory, April 

2025 arrivals reached 174,608, 

representing a notable 17.3% increase 

over April 2024 (148,867).  

May 2025 maintained this strong 

performance with 132,919 arrivals, an 

impressive 18.5% increase from May 2024 

(112,128).  

Cumulatively, for the period of January to 

May 2025, Sri Lanka has welcomed 

1,029,803 tourists, showcasing a 

significant overall growth compared to the 

896,779 tourists recorded in the 

corresponding period of 2024. This 

consistent double-digit growth across 

reported months underscores a robust 

recovery and expanding appeal of Sri 

Lanka as a tourist destination.  

Major source markets, including India, the 

United Kingdom, China, Bangladesh, and 

Germany, have played a pivotal role in 

invigorating Sri Lanka's tourism sector 

during May. Their significant contributions 

have been instrumental in driving the surge 

in visitor arrivals and supporting the overall 

growth of the industry throughout this 

period.
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2025 
% 

Change 
2025/24 

January  
 

    208,253 252,761 21.4 

February  218,350 240,217 10.0 

March  209,181 229,298 9.62 

April  
 

 

148,867 
 

   174,608 
 

17.3 

May 112,128 132,919 18.5 

June  113,470   

July  
 

 

187,810   

August  164,609   

September  
 

 

                                             122,140 
 

 

October  135,907   

November  
 

184,158 
 

 

December  
 

248,592   
 

 

 

 

TOTAL  

 

 

 

2,053,465 

 

 

 

1,029,803  

1 
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132,919 
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   Tourist arrivals by region and percentage share    
May 2025 

 

Map 1. Tourist arrivals by region and percentage share   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASIA & 
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82,342 

  61.9% 

MIDDLE 
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1,953 

  1.5% AFRICA 

972 

   0.7% 

EUROPE 

40,108 

    30.1% 

AMERICAS 

7,544 

  5.6% 

By Air  By Sea 

129,564 
3,355 

An analysis of tourist arrivals by region in May 2025 highlights the primary 
geographical sources of visitors to Sri Lanka. The Asia & Pacific region stands out as 
the largest contributor, accounting for 82,342 arrivals, which represents a significant 
61.9% of the total. This dominance underscores the strong regional connectivity and 
perhaps shorter travel distances and cultural affinities that make Sri Lanka a highly 
accessible and attractive destination for travelers from this vast region. 

Europe follows as the second-largest source region, contributing 40,108 arrivals, 
making up 30.1% of the total. Together, Asia & Pacific and Europe collectively 
represent the overwhelming majority of Sri Lanka's inbound tourists, emphasizing the 
country's strong appeal and established tourism infrastructure catering to both 
Western and regional travelers. 

The Americas contributed 7,544 arrivals (5.6%), while the Middle East and Africa 
accounted for comparatively smaller shares, with 1,953 arrivals (1.5%) and 972 
arrivals (0.7%) respectively. This regional distribution indicates that Sri Lankaôs 
tourism sector is currently much less reliant on these latter regions for overall volume, 
suggesting substantial untapped potential for growth. 

The consistently high numbers from Asia & Pacific and Europe can be attributed to a 
combination of factors, including established travel patterns, extensive flight 
connectivity, cultural interests, and favorable travel packages. Conversely, the 
relatively low figures from the Middle East and Africa may reflect limitations such as 
fewer direct flight options, less targeted marketing efforts, or a lower awareness of Sri 
Lanka as a leisure destination within these regions. This heavy reliance on Europe 
and Asia & Pacific implies that while marketing and connectivity are strongest in these 
areas, the industry remains somewhat vulnerable to economic or political shifts within 
these key markets. Diversifying source markets, particularly by increasing 
promotional activities and improving air links with the Americas, Middle East, and 
Africa, could significantly help stabilize and foster overall tourist arrivals. Tailored 
marketing campaigns, enhanced flight connectivity, and targeted travel incentives 
could be instrumental in attracting more visitors from these underrepresented regions. 
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Top primary markets and top potential markets  
Top primary markets, May 2025 
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India  

 

Arrivals: 47,001 / % Share: 35.4 

 
01 

United Kingdom                                      
Arrivals: 9,221 / % Share: 6.9 

02 

China   

Arrivals: 8,803 / % Share: 6.6 

 

03 

Bangladesh  
 

Arrivals: 7,282 / % Share: 5.5 04 

Germany  

Arrivals: 7,223 / % Share: 5.4 

 

05 

Australia  
 

 

Arrivals: 5,929 / % Share: 4.5 

France   

 

Arrivals: 5,470 / % Share: 4.1 

 

United States  

Arrivals: 3,607 / % Share: 2.7 

 

Pakistan          
Arrivals: 946 / % Share: 0.7 

 

 

Singapore  
Arrivals: 1,054 / % Share: 0.8 

 

Poland  
 

Arrivals: 1,078 / % Share: 0.8  

Italy  
Arrivals: 1,333 / % Share: 1.0 

 

Switzerland     

Arrivals: 1,424 / % Share: 1.1 

 

Malaysia  
Arrivals: 1,920 / % Share: 1.4 

 

Japan   
Arrivals: 2,126 / % Share: 1.6 

 

Netherlands  

Arrivals: 2,329 / % Share: 1.8 

 

Maldives  
Arrivals: 3,006 / % Share: 2.3 

 

Note: The top primary markets for Sri Lanka have been identified using visitor arrivals. The previous methodology used 

to identify the markets was altered due to the current arrival trends in the source markets and the socio-economic factors 

in Sri Lanka. The intention is to track these source markets on a go-forward basis to understand future performance of 

Sri Lankaôs tourism economy, including during the projected international tourism recovery period, 2022-2025. 

Spain  
Arrivals: 1,593 / % Share: 1.2 

Canada 
Arrivals: 3,412 / % Share: 2.6 

Russia  

 

Arrivals: 3,328 / % Share: 2.5 
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Top potential markets, May 2025 
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Note: The top potential markets for Sri Lanka have been identified using visitor arrivals data. The previous 

methodology used to identify the markets was altered due to the current arrival trends in the source markets and the 

socio-economic factors in Sri Lanka. The intention is to track these source markets on a go-forward basis to 

understand future performance of Sri Lankaôs tourism economy, including during the projected international tourism 

recovery period, 2022-2025. 

 

Israel  

Arrivals: 896 / % Share: 0.7 

New Zealand  
Arrivals: 840 / % Share: 0.6 

Belgium   

Arrivals: 664 / % Share: 0.5 

 

Thailand  

Arrivals: 556 / % Share: 0.4 

 

South Korea  
Arrivals: 544 / % Share: 0.4 

Denmark                                               
Arrivals: 500 / % Share: 0.4 

Austria  
Arrivals: 483 / % Share: 0.4 

 

Philippines  
Arrivals: 472 / % Share: 0.4 

Indonesia  

Arrivals: 471 / % Share: 0.4 

 

Saudi Arabia  
Arrivals: 433 / % Share: 0.3 
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Top ten source markets  

May 2025 

An analysis of key source markets reveals that India stands as the undisputed leader, 
contributing a dominant 35.4% of total arrivals. This signifies an exceptionally strong and 
consistent inbound flow, likely driven by geographical proximity, cultural ties, and robust 
air connectivity. While this provides a strong foundation for Sri Lanka's tourism, such 
heavy reliance on a single market also presents a vulnerability; any significant negative 
shifts in Indian outbound travel could disproportionately impact overall arrivals. 

Following India, the market share distribution becomes more fragmented. The United 
Kingdom (6.9%) and China (6.6%) are the next significant contributors, collectively 
accounting for around 13.5% of arrivals.  

Bangladesh (5.5%), Germany (5.4%), and Australia (4.5%) form a mid-tier group of 
contributors. The consistent presence of Germany indicates a mature European market, 
often associated with higher-spending tourists and specialized interests (as seen in the 
"Health/Ayurvedic" purpose). Bangladesh's strong showing points to robust regional 
connections and perhaps a growing outbound travel market. Australia, as a long-haul 
market, signifies successful efforts in attracting visitors especially for VFR purposes 
despite the greater distance. 

Further down the list, France (4.1%), the United States (2.7%), Canada (2.6%), and 
Russia (2.5%) represent smaller, but still important, segments. The European markets 
(France, Germany) highlight continued interest from traditional Western sources, while 
the Americas (US, Canada) represent markets with significant untapped potential, often 
associated with higher average spending. Russia's presence, while smaller, indicates the 
success of specific initiatives or direct flight connections from this market. 

Understanding the unique characteristics and travel behaviors of each of these markets, 
is paramount for developing effective, tailored tourism strategies. 

Chart 1. Top ten source markets to Sri Lanka, May 2025 
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India , 35.4%

United 
Kingdom , 6.9%

China , 6.6%
Bangladesh , 

5.5%

Germany , 5.4%

Australia , 4.5%

France , 4.1%

United States , 
2.7%

Canada, 2.6%

Russia , 2.5%

Others , 23.8% 
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Table 2. Top ten source markets to Sri Lanka, May 
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Residence 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Tourist Arrivals (May 2025) 
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Total 

 
 

 
 

(May 2024) 

1 India 46,272 729 47,001 32,254 

2 United Kingdom 9,160 61 9,221 8,094 

3 China 8,803 0 8,803 7,930 

4 Bangladesh 7,282 0 7,282 2,878 

5 Germany 5,343 1,880 7,223 7,495 

6 Australia 5,896 33 5,929 5,465 

7 France 5,465 05 5,470 4,064 

8 United States 3,234 373 3,607 4,082 

9 Canada 3,344 68 3,412 3,294 
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Russian Federation 3,322 06 3,328 4,384 

 

 

Chart 2: Comparison of arrivals from top ten markets to Sri Lanka, April / May 2025 
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