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Introduction  
 
The following document provides a synthesis of the most recent June 2025 international visitor 
arrivals data sourced from the Department of Immigration & Emigration. The data is current 
as of 30th June 2025, and subject to change. The data provides an overview of month-on-
month and annual changes in visitor arrivals to Sri Lanka from international source markets. 
The data is meant to provide an overview of how travel and tourism is performing to Sri Lanka. 
 
 
This report is developed by the Research & International Relations Division at Sri Lanka 
Tourism Development Authority (SLTDA). Questions, comments and feedback are welcome 
and will support the future amendment and enhancement of the report to ensure it meets the 
data and insights needs of Sri Lankaôs Government and industry stakeholders. 
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Summary  

Monthly tourist arrivals to Sri Lanka for 

2024 and 2025 reveals a significant 

increase in arrivals during the first half 

of 2025, with a total of 1,168,044 

tourists from January to June, 

compared to 1,010,249 during the 

same period in 2024 reflecting a growth 

of approximately 15.6%. All six months 

in 2025 recorded positive growth, with 

June (21.8%), January (21.4%), and 

May (18.5%) showing the highest 

percentage increases. Notably, 

January 2025 saw the highest number 

of monthly arrivals at 252,761, 

highlighting strong seasonal demand. 

The consistent growth in traditionally 

off-peak months such as April, May, 

and June indicate a potential shift 

toward a more balanced year-round 

tourism pattern. This positive trend may  

suggests the effectiveness of factors 

such as improved airline connectivity, 

and streamlined visa processes. With 

this momentum, Sri Lanka is well-

positioned to exceed the total arrivals 

recorded in 2024 (2,053,465) by the 

end of 2025, marking a strong recovery 

and continued growth for the tourism 

sector. 

Key source markets such as India, the 

United Kingdom, China, Australia, and 

Pakistan have played a crucial role in 

revitalizing Sri Lankaôs tourism sector 

during the month of June. Their strong 

contributions have been vital in 

boosting tourist arrivals and sustaining 

the overall growth of the industry during 

this period.

Table 1. Monthly tourist arrivals, June  2025  
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2024 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

2025 
% 

Change 
2025/24 

January  
 

    208,253 252,761 21.4 

February  218,350 240,217 10.0 

March  209,181 229,298 9.62 

April  
 

 

148,867 
 

   174,608 
 

17.3 

May 112,128 132,919 18.5 

June  113,470 138,241 21.8 

July  
 

 

187,810   

August  164,609   

September  
 

 

                                             122,140 
 

 

October  135,907   

November  
 

184,158 
 

 

December  
 

248,592   
 

 

 

 

TOTAL  

 

 

 

2,053,465 

 

 

 

1,168,044  

1 

Tourist Arrivals | June  2025 

138,241 

1 1 1 
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Tourist arrivals by region and percentage share  

June  2025 
 

Map 1. Tourist arrivals by region and percentage share   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASIA & 

PACIFIC 

80,178 

58.0% 

MIDDLE 

EAST 

3,479 

  2.5% AFRICA 

1,737   

1.3% 

EUROPE 

42,720    

30.9% 

AMERICAS 

10,127 

7.3% 

By Air  By Sea 

137,558 
683 

An analysis of tourist arrivals by region in June 2025 highlights the Asia & Pacific region 
as the primary source of inbound tourism to Sri Lanka, contributing 80,178 arrivalsð
or a notable 58% of the total. This strong performance can be attributed to close 
regional connections, proximity, and cultural affinity, which collectively make Sri Lanka 
a convenient and attractive destination for travelers from this part of the world. 

Europe emerged as the second-largest source region, contributing 42,720 visitors and 
representing 30.9% of total arrivals. Together, Asia & Pacific and Europe made up the 
overwhelming majority of tourists, underscoring Sri Lankaôs strong tourism 
infrastructure and its broad appeal to both regional travelers and those from Western 
markets. 

In comparison, the Americas accounted for 10,127 visitors (7.3%), while arrivals from 
the Middle East and Africa were more modest, totaling 3,479 (2.5%) and 1,737 (1.3%) 
respectively. This distribution highlights Sri Lankaôs current reliance on a limited 
number of key regions, with relatively low engagement from others. Nonetheless, it 
also signals a promising opportunity to expand into underrepresented markets. 

The sustained high arrival numbers from Asia & Pacific and Europe can be attributed 
to steady travel demand, robust air connectivity, cultural appeal, and attractive travel 
packages. In contrast, the lower figures from the Middle East and Africa may stem from 
limited direct flight options, reduced marketing outreach, or lower awareness of Sri 
Lanka as a travel destination. This regional concentration reveals a level of 
vulnerability, especially if disruptions impact the dominant source markets. 

To address this and support long-term, sustainable growth, Sri Lanka would benefit 
from diversifying its tourism base. Initiatives such as expanding flight connectivity, 
launching targeted marketing campaigns, and providing tailored travel incentives could 
enhance visibility and interest in less-tapped regions like the Americas, the Middle 
East, and Africaðfostering a more balanced and resilient tourism industry. 
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Top primary markets and top potential markets  
Top primary markets, June  2025 
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India  

 

Arrivals: 37,934 / % Share: 27.4 

 
01 

United Kingdom                                      
Arrivals: 11,628 / % Share: 8.4 

02 

China   

Arrivals: 8,804 / % Share: 6.4 

 

03 

Australia  

Arrivals: 7,299 / % Share: 5.3 04 

Pakistan  

Arrivals: 6,833 / % Share: 4.9 

 

05 

Bangladesh  

 

Arrivals: 5,826 / % Share: 4.2 

Germany  

Arrivals: 5,498 / % Share: 4.0 

 

United States  

Arrivals: 5,422 / % Share: 3.9 

 

Norway          
Arrivals: 1,473 / % Share: 1.1 

 

 

Switzerland  

Arrivals: 1,589 / % Share: 1.1 

 

Singapore  

Arrivals: 1,830 / % Share: 1.3 

Malaysia  
Arrivals: 1,830 / % Share:  1.3 

 

Russia    

Arrivals: 1,891 / % Share: 1.4 

 

Italy  
Arrivals: 2,174 / % Share: 1.6 

 

Spain  
Arrivals: 2,331 / % Share:  1.7 

 

Netherlands  

Arrivals: 2,423 / % Share: 1.8 

 

Maldives  
Arrivals: 3,157 / % Share: 2.3 

 

Note: The top primary markets for Sri Lanka have been identified using visitor arrivals. The previous methodology used 

to identify the markets was altered due to the current arrival trends in the source markets and the socio-economic factors 

in Sri Lanka. The intention is to track these source markets on a go-forward basis to understand future performance of 

Sri Lankaôs tourism economy, including during the projected international tourism recovery period, 2022-2025. 

Japan  
Arrivals: 2,093 / % Share: 1.5 

France  
Arrivals: 4,345 / % Share: 3.1 

Canada  

Arrivals: 4,239 / % Share: 3.1 
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Top potential markets, June  2025 
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Note: The top potential markets for Sri Lanka have been identified using visitor arrivals data. The previous 

methodology used to identify the markets was altered due to the current arrival trends in the source markets and the 

socio-economic factors in Sri Lanka. The intention is to track these source markets on a go-forward basis to 

understand future performance of Sri Lankaôs tourism economy, including during the projected international tourism 

recovery period, 2022-2025. 

 

Poland  
Arrivals: 1,138 / % Share: 0.8 

Belgium  
Arrivals: 1,135 / % Share: 0.8 

New Zealand   

Arrivals: 1,084 / % Share: 0.8 

 

Denmark            
Arrivals: 816 / % Share: 0.6 

 

Philippines  
Arrivals: 745 / % Share: 0.5 

United Arab  Emirates                                                
Arrivals: 720 / % Share: 0.5 

South Korea  
Arrivals: 660 / % Share: 0.5 

Saudi Arabia   
Arrivals: 660 / % Share: 0.5 

Portugal   
Arrivals: 644 / % Share: 0.5 

Sweden  
Arrivals: 628 / % Share: 0.5 
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Top ten source markets  

June 2025 

An analysis of the top ten source markets for Sri Lanka in June 2025 reveals a strong 

overall upward trend in tourist arrivals. India continues to dominate as the leading source 

market, with 37,934 arrivalsðup from 28,631 in June 2024ðmarking a robust 32.4% 

increase. This growth is bolstered by both air and sea arrivals, underscoring Indiaôs 

geographic proximity, cultural links, and increasing travel interest. The United Kingdom 

holds the second position with 11,628 visitors, showing a 25.6% year-on-year growth, 

reflecting the steady recovery of long-haul travel from Western Europe. China, despite 

being the third-largest market, showed a slight decline in arrivals from 9,222 to 8,804 (a 

4.5% drop), possibly due to outbound travel restrictions or reduced destination visibility. 

Australia, ranked fourth, posted a healthy 15.5% increase, rising from 6,317 to 7,299 

arrivals. Notably, Pakistan showed the most dramatic surge, with arrivals skyrocketing 

from 1,399 in 2024 to 6,833 in 2025ðan increase of nearly 389%. This could be attributed 

to ongoing religious convention and conference in Sri Lanka and improved bilateral ties. 

Bangladesh also performed well, with arrivals rising 33.2% to reach 5,826. European 

markets such as Germany and France showed solid growth at 20.7% and 40.1% 

respectively, indicating strong interest from Western Europe. Similarly, arrivals from the 

United States increased by 34.8%, and Canada recorded a 29.9% rise, signaling a 

resurgence of North American travel interest in Sri Lanka. 

Across all markets, air travel remains the predominant mode of entry, with minimal sea 

arrivalsðexcept from India, which recorded 641 arrivals by sea, pointing to emerging 

maritime travel potential. Overall, this distribution highlights Sri Lankaôs growing appeal 

across both regional and long-haul markets. However, the decline from China and 

continued dependence on a few key regions also signals the need for diversification. 

Strategic focus on underrepresented but growing markets like Pakistan, Bangladesh, and 

North America could help build a more balanced and resilient tourism sector. 

Chart 1. Top ten source markets to Sri Lanka, June  2025 
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Table 2. Top ten source markets to Sri Lanka, June  
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Country of 
Residence 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Tourist Arrivals (June 2025) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Tourist Arrivals 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

By Air 

 

 
 

 

 
 

By Sea 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Total 

 

 
 

 

(June 2024) 

1 India 37,293 641 37,934 28,631 

2 United Kingdom 11,622 6 11,628 9,266 

3 China 8,804 0 8,804 9,222 

4 Australia 7,297 2 7,299 6,317 

5 Pakistan 6,833 0 6,833 1,399 

6 Bangladesh 5,826 0 5,826 4,374 

7 Germany 5,493 5 5,498 4,556 

8 United States 5,413 9 5,422 4,023 

9 France 4,339 6 4,345 3,102 

10 Canada 4,235 4 4,239 3,263 

 

 

Chart 2: Comparison of arrivals from top ten markets to Sri Lanka, May /June 2025 
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