
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Introduction  
 

The following document provides a synthesis of the most recent January, 2025 
international visitor arrivals data sourced from the Department of Immigration & 
Emigration. The data is current as of 31st January 2025, and subject to change. The 
data provides an overview of month-on-month and annual changes in visitor arrivals 
to Sri Lanka from international source markets. The data is meant to provide an 
overview of how travel and tourism is performing to Sri Lanka. 
 
 
This report is developed by the Research & International Relations Division at Sri 
Lanka Tourism Development Authority (SLTDA). Questions, comments and feedback 
are welcome and will support the future amendment and enhancement of the report 
to ensure it meets the data and insights needs of Sri Lankaôs Government and industry 
stakeholders. 
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Summary

Sri Lanka commenced 2025 with a 

remarkable influx of 252,761 tourists in 

January, marking the highest number of 

arrivals ever recorded for this month. 

This figure represents a 21.4% 

increase compared to January 2024 

and a 5.8% rise over January 2018, 

which was previously considered the 

peak year for the nation's tourism 

industry. Enhanced air connectivity, the 

revival of cruise tourism, and 

strengthened bilateral relations could 

be some of the pivotal factors 

contributing to this growth momentum. 

The significant rise in tourist arrivals 

from source markets like India, Russia, 

the UK, China, and Germany has been 

pivotal in revitalizing Sri Lanka's 

tourism sector.  

According to UNWTO, in 2024, 

international tourism rebounded 

significantly, with approximately 1.4 

billion tourists traveling globally, 

marking an 11% increase from 2023 

and nearly reaching pre-pandemic 

levels.  

This resurgence was fueled by strong 

post-pandemic demand, robust 

performance from major source 

markets, and the ongoing recovery of 

destinations in Asia and the Pacific. 

Enhanced air connectivity and 

improved visa facilitation also 

supported international travel. Looking 

ahead, international tourist arrivals are 

projected to grow by 3% to 5% in 2025 

compared to 2024, though economic 

and geopolitical challenges continue to 

pose significant risks (UNWTO, 2025

Table 1. Monthly tourist arrivals, January 2025   
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2024 

 
 

 
 

 

2025 
% Change 

2025/24 

January  208,253 252,761 21.4 

February  218,350   

March  209,181   

April  
 

 

148,867   

May 112,128   

June  113,470   

July  
 

 

187,810   

August  164,609   

September  
 

 

                                             122,140 
 

 

October  135,907   

November  
 

184,158 
 

 

December  
 

248,592   
 

 

 

 

TOTAL  

 

 

 

2,053,465 

 

 

 

   252,761 
 

1 

Tourist Arrivals | January  2025 

252,761 
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Tourist arrivals by region and percentage share  

January  2025 
 

Map 1. Tourist arrivals by region and percentage share   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASIA & 

PACIFIC 

91,154 

36.1% 

MIDDLE 

EAST 

2,089 

0.8% 

AFRICA 

1,245 

 0.5% 

EUROPE 

146,047 

57.8% 

AMERICAS 

12,226 

 4.8% 

By Air  By Sea 

251,464 
1,297 

Europe has solidified its position as the leading contributor to Sri Lanka's 

tourism sector accounting for 57.8% of total arrivals in 2025. This underscores 

the region's , significant influence on the country's tourism dynamics. Following 

Europe, the Asia and Pacific region contributed 36.1% of tourist arrivals in 

2025. This highlights the region's growing importance in Sri Lanka's tourism 

landscape.The Americas accounted for 4.8% of all foreign visitors to Sri Lanka 

in 2025, reflecting a modest yet notable contribution to the country's tourism 

sector. The Middle East and Africa regions have smaller shares in Sri Lanka's 

tourism market, with the Middle East contributing 0.8% and Africa 0.5% of total 

arrivals. Key markets driving this growth include India, Russia, the UK, 

Germany, and China. The diversity of Sri Lanka's tourism landscape is further 

enriched by contributions from various regions, each adding unique value to 

the country's tourism sector. 
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Top primary markets and top potential markets  

Top primary markets, January 2025  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

India  

 

Arrivals: 43,375 / % Share: 17.2 

 

01 

Russia                                      
Arrivals: 34,096 / % Share: 13.5 

02 

United Kingdom   

 

Arrivals: 21,730 / % Share: 8.6 

 

03 

China  

 

Arrivals: 16,709 / % Share: 6.6 

 

04 

Germany  

 

Arrivals: 15,050 / % Share: 6.0 

 

05 

France  

 

Arrivals: 12,619 / % Share: 5.0 

 

06 

Australia  

 

Arrivals: 9,563 / % Share: 3.8 

 

07 

Poland   

Arrivals: 7,585 / % Share: 3.0 

 

08 

United States  

 

 

Arrivals: 7,067 / % Share: 2.8 09 

  Netherlands  

   

Arrivals: 6,484 / % Share: 2.6 

 

10 

Italy  
Arrivals: 4,778 / % Share: 1.9 

 

11 

Bangladesh  

 

Arrivals: 4,626 / % Share: 1.8 

 

12 

Canada  

 

Arrivals: 4,458 / % Share: 1.8 

 

13 

Switzerland  

 

 

Arrivals: 3,322 / % Share: 1.3 

 

14 

Kazakhstan  

 

 

Arrivals: 3,015 / % Share: 1.2 
15 

Maldives       

Arrivals: 2,999 / % Share: 1.2 

 

16 

Denmark   

           

Arrivals: 2,822 / % Share: 1.1 

 

17 

Czech Republic  

 

 

Arrivals: 2,754 / % Share: 1.1 

 

18 

 

Israel  

 

 

Arrivals: 2,730 / % Share: 1.1 

 

19 

Spain    

 

 

Arrivals: 2,696 / % Share: 1.1 

 

20 

Note: The top primary markets for Sri Lanka have been identified using visitor arrivals.. The intention is to track these 

source markets on a go-forward basis to understand future performance of Sri Lankaôs tourism economy, including during 

the projected international tourism recovery period, 2022-2025. 
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Top potential markets, January 2025  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Japan  

 

Arrivals: 2,631 / % Share: 1.0 
01 

Austria                                      
Arrivals: 2,492 / % Share: 1.0 

 

02 

Sweden  

 

 

Arrivals: 2,235 / % Share: 0.9 

 

03 

South Korea  

 

 

Arrivals: 2,149 / % Share: 0.9 

 

04 

Malaysia  

 

Arrivals: 2,125 / % Share: 0.8 05 

Belarus  

 

Arrivals: 2,050 / % Share: 0.8 06 

Ukraine  

 

Arrivals: 1,872 / % Share: 0.7 

 

07 

Belgium   

Arrivals: 1,739 / % Share: 0.7 

 

08 

Norway  

 

Arrivals: 1,665 / % Share: 0.7 

 

09 

Lithuania  
Arrivals: 1,639 / % Share: 0.6 

 

10 

Note: The top potential markets for Sri Lanka have been identified using visitor arrivals data. The intention is to track 

these source markets on a go-forward basis to understand future performance of Sri Lankaôs tourism economy, 

including during the projected international tourism recovery period, 2022-2025. 
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