
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Introduction  
 
The following document provides a synthesis of the most recent February 2025 international 
visitor arrivals data sourced from the Department of Immigration & Emigration. The data is 
current as of 28th February 2025, and subject to change. The data provides an overview of 
month-on-month and annual changes in visitor arrivals to Sri Lanka from international source 
markets. The data is meant to provide an overview of how travel and tourism is performing to 
Sri Lanka. 
 
 
This report is developed by the Research & International Relations Division at Sri Lanka 
Tourism Development Authority (SLTDA). Questions, comments and feedback are welcome 
and will support the future amendment and enhancement of the report to ensure it meets the 
data and insights needs of Sri Lankaôs Government and industry stakeholders. 
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Summary  

Bolstered by peak tourism season 

momentum and beneficial local and 

international conditions, Sri Lanka's tourism 

sector saw substantial growth in February 

2025. International tourist arrivals reached 

240,217, a 10.01% increase compared to 

February of the previous year, contributing 

to the revitalization of the industry. 
Collectively, the first two months of 2025 

welcomed 492,978 visitors, marking the 

highest-ever arrivals for these months. This 

consistent growth highlights Sri Lanka's 

appeal as a preferred travel destination. 

Key source markets such as India, Russia, 

the United Kingdom, Germany, and France 

significantly boosted Sri Lanka's tourism in 

February. Their contributions were 

instrumental in driving the increase in 

tourist arrivals, providing vital support to the  

nation's tourism industry. According to 

the UNWTO, international tourism 

experienced a significant rebound in 

2024, with around 1.4 billion tourists 

traveling worldwide. This represents an 

11% increase compared to 2023, 

bringing global tourism close to pre-

pandemic levels. The recovery was 

driven by strong post-pandemic 

demand, solid performance from key 

source markets, and the continued 

revival of destinations in Asia and the 

Pacific. Improved air connectivity and 

easier visa processes further supported 

international travel. Looking forward, 

international tourist arrivals are 

expected to grow by 3% to 5% in 2025 

compared to 2024, although economic 

and geopolitical challenges remain 

significant risks.

Table 1. Monthly tourist arrivals, February  2025  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Month  

 

 

 

2024 

 

 

 
 

 

2025 
% Change 

2025/24 

January  208,253 252,761 21.4 

February  218,350 240,217 10.0 

March  209,181   

April  
 

 

148,867   

May 112,128   

June  113,470   

July  
 

 

187,810   

August  164,609   

September  
 

 

                                             122,140 
 

 

October  135,907   

November  
 

184,158 
 

 

December  
 

248,592   
 

 

 

 

TOTAL  

 

 

 

2,053,465 

 

 

 

492,978  
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Tourist arrivals by region and percentage share  

February  2025 
 

 

Map 1. Tourist arrivals by region and percentage share   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASIA & 

PACIFIC 

76,830 

32.0% 

MIDDLE 

EAST 

2,343 

1.0% 

AFRICA 

1,209 

 0.5% 

EUROPE 

148,174 

61.7% 

AMERICAS 

11,661 

4.9% 

By Air  By Sea 

234,990 
5,227 

European visitors comprise the largest segment of Sri Lanka's tourism sector, 

accounting for 61.7% of total arrivals, followed closely by Asia and the Pacific at 

32%. This highlights the dynamic nature of the industry, with both regions playing 

key roles in its expansion. The rise in demand from India, Russia, the UK, 

Germany, and France has significantly boosted Sri Lanka's tourism, supported by 

strong travel links and beneficial conditions. The Americas account for 4.9% of 

arrivals, while the Middle East and Africa contribute 1.0% and 0.5% respectively, 

adding to the diversity of Sri Lanka's tourism landscape. 

The strong demand from Europe and the Asia-Pacific region highlights their 

importance to Sri Lanka's tourism sector, while the smaller contributions from the 

Americas, the Middle East, and Africa represent opportunities for focused 

marketing and diversification. Strengthening connections with these 

underrepresented regions could bolster the industry's resilience and support 

continued recovery and growth. 
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Top primary markets and top potential markets  

Top primary markets, January 2025  
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India  

 

Arrivals: 35,728 / % Share: 14.9 

 

01 

Russia                                      
Arrivals: 30,295 / % Share: 12.6 

02 

United Kingdom   

 

Arrivals: 25,528 / % Share: 10.6 

 

03 

Germany  

 

Arrivals: 17,233 / % Share: 7.2 04 

France  

Arrivals: 15,469 / % Share: 6.4 

 

05 

China   

 

Arrivals: 11,690 / % Share: 4.9 

 

Australia  

 

Arrivals: 8,778 / % Share: 3.7 

 

Poland   

Arrivals: 8,519 / % Share: 3.5 

 

Austria  

 

Arrivals: 2,640 / % Share: 1.1 

 

 

Denmark            

Arrivals: 2,713 / % Share: 1.1 

 

Maldives  

 

Arrivals: 2,843 / % Share: 1.2 

  

Israel            

Arrivals: 2,959 / % Share: 1.2 

 

Switzerland      

Arrivals: 3,266 / % Share: 1.4 

 

Japan  

 

Arrivals: 3,527 / % Share: 1.5 

 

Italy  

Arrivals: 4,115 / % Share: 1.7 

 

Canada  

Arrivals: 4,550 / % Share: 1.9 

 

Bangladesh  
Arrivals: 5,262 / % Share: 2.2 

 

Note: The top primary markets for Sri Lanka have been identified using visitor arrivals. The previous methodology used 

to identify the markets was altered due to the current arrival trends in the source markets and the socio-economic factors 

in Sri Lanka. The intention is to track these source markets on a go-forward basis to understand future performance of 

Sri Lankaôs tourism economy, including during the projected international tourism recovery period, 2022-2025. 

Czech Republic  

 

Arrivals: 3,370 / % Share: 1.4 

United States  

 

 

Arrivals: 6,439 / % Share: 2.7 

  Netherlands  

   

Arrivals: 5,589 / % Share: 2.3 
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Top potential markets, January 2025  
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Note: The top potential markets for Sri Lanka have been identified using visitor arrivals data. The previous 

methodology used to identify the markets was altered due to the current arrival trends in the source markets and the 

socio-economic factors in Sri Lanka. The intention is to track these source markets on a go-forward basis to 

understand future performance of Sri Lankaôs tourism economy, including during the projected international tourism 

recovery period, 2022-2025. 
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Spain  

Arrivals: 2,528 / % Share: 1.0 

Kazakhstan                                     
Arrivals: 2,463 / % Share: 1.0 

Sweden  

 

 

Arrivals: 2,007 / % Share: 0.8 

 

Belgium  

 

Arrivals: 1,994 / % Share: 0.8 

 

South Korea  

Arrivals: 1,471 / % Share: 0.6 

Belarus  

 

Arrivals: 1,455 / % Share: 0.6 

Malaysia  

Arrivals: 1,415 / % Share: 0.6 

 

Norway  
Arrivals: 1,400 / % Share: 0.6 

Ukraine  

Arrivals: 1,387 / % Share: 0.6 

 

Lithuania  
Arrivals: 1,354 / % Share: 0.6 
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