
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Introduction  
 
The following document provides a synthesis of the most recent April 2025 international visitor 
arrivals data sourced from the Department of Immigration & Emigration. The data is current 
as of 30th April 2025, and subject to change. The data provides an overview of month-on-
month and annual changes in visitor arrivals to Sri Lanka from international source markets. 
The data is meant to provide an overview of how travel and tourism is performing to Sri Lanka. 
 
 
This report is developed by the Research & International Relations Division at Sri Lanka 
Tourism Development Authority (SLTDA). Questions, comments and feedback are welcome 
and will support the future amendment and enhancement of the report to ensure it meets the 
data and insights needs of Sri Lankaôs Government and industry stakeholders. 
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Summary  
Sri Lankaôs tourism sector is demonstrating 

strong momentum in early 2025, with 

January to April figures indicating 

substantial year-on-year growth. The 

monthly tourist arrivals data for Sri Lanka 

shows a strong upward trend in the first 

four months of 2025 compared to the same 

period in 2024. In January 2025, arrivals 

rose to 252,761, marking a 21.4% increase 

from January 2024. February saw 240,217 

arrivals, up 10% from the previous year, 

while March recorded 229,298 arrivals, a 

9.62% rise. April 2025 arrivals reached 

174,608, representing a 17.3% increase 

over April 2024. 

This strong growth at the start of the year 

suggests a robust recovery or expansion in 

the tourism sector, likely driven by 

improved global travel conditions, and 

greater international confidence in Sri 

Lanka as a destination.  

Major source markets such as India, the 

United Kingdom, Russia, Germany, and 

Australia played a pivotal role in boosting 

Sri Lankaôs tourism sector in April. These 

countries made significant contributions to 

the surge in visitor arrivals, providing vital 

support and driving the overall growth in 

the industry during this period.

Table 1. Monthly tourist arrivals, April  2025  
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2025 
% 

Change 
2025/24 

January  
 

    208,253 252,761 21.4 

February  218,350 240,217 10.0 

March  209,181 229,298 9.62 

April  
 

 

148,867 
 

   174,608 
 

17.3 

May 112,128   

June  113,470   

July  
 

 

187,810   

August  164,609   

September  
 

 

                                             122,140 
 

 

October  135,907   

November  
 

184,158 
 

 

December  
 

248,592   
 

 

 

 

TOTAL  

 

 

 

2,053,465 

 

 

 

896,884  
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Tourist arrivals by region and percentage share  

April  2025 
 

 

Map 1. Tourist arrivals by region and percentage share   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASIA & 

PACIFIC 

78,878 
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EAST 

2,619 

1.4% 

AFRICA 

1,302 

 0.7% 

EUROPE 

83,730 

48.0% 

AMERICAS 

8,079 

4.6% 

By Air  By Sea 

173,386 
1,222 

Europe is the largest source region, contributing 83,730 arrivals, which accounts 

for 48% of the total. The Asia & Pacific region follows closely with 78,878 arrivals, 

making up 45.2%. Together, these two regions represent the overwhelming 

majority of Sri Lankaôs inbound tourists, highlighting the countryôs strong appeal to 

both Western and regional travelers. The Americas contributed 8,079 arrivals 

(4.6%), while the Middle East and Africa accounted for only 2,619 (1.4%) and 1,302 

(0.7%) arrivals, respectively. This indicates that Sri Lankaôs tourism sector is much 

less dependent on these regions, and there may be untapped potential for growth. 

The high numbers from Europe may be attributed to seasonal travel patterns, 

cultural interests, and favourable travel packages, while proximity and ease of 

travel likely drive arrivals from the Asia & Pacific region. The relatively low figures 

from the Middle East and Africa may reflect limited direct flights, or less targeted 

marketing. 

The heavy reliance on Europe and Asia & Pacific suggests that Sri Lankaôs 

marketing and connectivity are strongest in these regions. However, this also 

means the industry is vulnerable to economic or political changes in these markets. 

Diversifying source markets-especially by increasing promotion and improving air 

links with the Americas, Middle East, and Africa-could help stabilize and grow 

overall tourist arrivals. Tailored marketing campaigns, improved flight connectivity, 

and targeted travel incentives could help attract more visitors from these 

underrepresented regions. 
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Top primary markets and top potential markets  

Top primary markets, April  2025 
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India  

 

Arrivals: 38,744 / % Share: 22.2 

 
01 

United Kingdom                                      
Arrivals: 17,348 / % Share: 9.9 

02 

Russia  

Arrivals: 13,525 / % Share: 7.7 

 

03 

Germany  

 

Arrivals: 11,654 / % Share: 6.7 04 

Australia  
Arrivals: 10,744 / % Share: 6.2 

 

05 

China   

 

Arrivals: 8,667 / % Share: 5.0 

France   

 

Arrivals: 8,276/ % Share: 4.7 

 

Bangladesh  
Arrivals: 5,428 / % Share: 3.1 

 

Malaysia  
Arrivals: 1,486 / % Share: 0.9 

 

 

Belgium   

Arrivals: 1,623 / % Share: 0.9 

 

Israel  

 

Arrivals: 1,821 / % Share: 1.0  

Poland  

Arrivals: 2,098 / % Share: 1.2 

 

Japan     

Arrivals: 2,374 / % Share: 1.4 

 

Spain  
Arrivals: 3,144 / % Share: 1.8 

 

Canada 
Arrivals: 3,238 / % Share: 1.9 

 

Switzerland  
Arrivals: 3,241 / % Share: 1.9 

 

Italy  
Arrivals: 3,633 / % Share: 2.1 

 

Note: The top primary markets for Sri Lanka have been identified using visitor arrivals. The previous methodology used 

to identify the markets was altered due to the current arrival trends in the source markets and the socio-economic factors 

in Sri Lanka. The intention is to track these source markets on a go-forward basis to understand future performance of 

Sri Lankaôs tourism economy, including during the projected international tourism recovery period, 2022-2025. 

Maldives  
Arrivals: 2,516 / % Share: 1.4 

  Netherlands  

Arrivals: 4,476 / % Share: 2.6 

  United States    

Arrivals: 4,202 / % Share: 2.4 
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Top potential markets, April  2025 
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Note: The top potential markets for Sri Lanka have been identified using visitor arrivals data. The previous 

methodology used to identify the markets was altered due to the current arrival trends in the source markets and the 

socio-economic factors in Sri Lanka. The intention is to track these source markets on a go-forward basis to 

understand future performance of Sri Lankaôs tourism economy, including during the projected international tourism 

recovery period, 2022-2025. 
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New Zealand  
Arrivals: 1,434 / % Share: 0.8 

Denmark                                               
Arrivals: 1,316 / % Share: 0.8 

Czech Republic  

Arrivals: 1,227 / % Share: 0.7 

 

Thailand  

Arrivals: 1,220 / % Share: 0.7 

 

Pakistan          
Arrivals: 1,156 / % Share: 0.7 

Austria  
Arrivals: 1,087 / % Share: 0.6 

Singapore  
Arrivals: 1,060 / % Share: 0.6 

 

Norway  
Arrivals: 878 / % Share: 0.5 

Vietnam  
Arrivals: 778 / % Share: 0.4 

 

Portugal  
Arrivals: 763 / % Share: 0.4 
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