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Green Globe Certification

Green Globe certifies hotels, resorts, tour operators,
car rentals, exhibition centres and other tourism
companies.

Internet www.greenglobe.com

Certifying Green Globe

Organisation

TSC, EVVC, GCB, Atmosfair,
emendo 4, World Travel &
Tourism Council, Obmi, Bisa spa,
Pata, UNWTO, Skal

Partner
Organisation/s

Scope International, 83 Countries

Certified 300
Businesses

Environment, Social Issues,
Economy, Cultural Heritage

Sustainability
Areas

Standard published

Transparency

On-site third-party verification
every 2 years

630@ €569 DD EFoBS EFL GEID @

Verification
Procedure




Green Key

The Green Key

EARTH CHECK

EarthCheck

The Green Key is awarded to hotels, campgrounds
and attractions. The leading organisation also
awards the international “Blue Flag label” to
beaches and marinas.

Internet

Certifying
Organisation

Partner
Organisation/s

Scope

Certified
Businesses

Sustainability
Areas

Transparency

Verification
Procedure

&

Travelife

Sustainability in tourism

www.green-key.org

Foundation of Environmental
Education (FEE)

UNEP, UNWTO

International, 28 Countries

1539

Environment

Standard published

On-site third-party verification
every 3 years

Travelife Awards

Travelife works with major international and

small independent tour operators from different
countries. Participating hotels and apartment
buildings can attain the certification levels bronze,
silver or gold. The system is currently developing a
travel companies’ certificate.

Internet

Certifying
Organisation

Partner
Organisation/s

Scope

Certified
Businesses

Sustainability
Areas

Transparency

Verification
Procedure

The EarthCheck certification programme focuses
on environmental management for the travel and
tourism industry and also assists the businesses in
their cost and risk management.

Internet

Certifying
Organisation

Partner
Organisation/s

Scope

Certified
Businesses

Sustainability
Areas

Transparency

Verification
Procedure

eu NS

Ecolabe

www.ecolabel.eu

www.earthcheck.org

EC3 Global

Ecolab, Travelocity, Useeka,
Expedia, SAl Global, Rainforest
Alliance, Singapore Polytechnic,
Greenfleet, WWF, GRI, GSTC,
PATA and other organizations

International, 70 Countries

Over 700

Environment, Social Issues,
Cultural Heritage

Standard only available for
members

On-site third-party verification
every year

European Ecolabel

www.travelife.org

ABTA Ltd.

Over 15 travel associations,
mostly in Great Britain,
Scandinavia, The Netherlands,
Germany, Brazil and Thailand

International, 36 Countries

500

Environment, Social Issues,
Economy

Standard published

On-site verification every 2
years (as of 2012 by third-party
auditors)

OB BOEO e30EN0D 6e38) e OENE (NSTC)

In the field of tourism, the official European Union label
is awarded to accommodation establishments and
campsites. The verification process and assignment

of the certificate is performed by the national partner
organisations, e. g. environmental ministries.

Internet

Certifying
Organisation

Partner
Organisation/s

Scope

Certified
Businesses

Sustainability
Areas

Transparency

Verification
Procedure

wWww.ec.europa.eu/environment/
ecolabel

European Commission

Environmental Ministries of the
EU Members States

Europe

506

Environment

Standard published

On-site third-party verification
every 3-5 years




Blaue Sch !

walbe

Blaue Schwalbe

The Blaue Schwalbe was the first eco-label for
tourist accommodations worldwide. It was created
in 1989 and certifies ecologically-oriented hotels,
guesthouses, inns and camping sites in Europe.
Most Blaue Schwalbe accommodations are located
in travel areas that can be easily reached without
air transport or private cars.

Internet

Certifying
Organisation

Partner
Organisation/s

Scope

Certified
Businesses

Sustainability
Areas

Transparency

Verification
Procedure

www.vertraeglich-reisen.de/
biohotels

Fairkehr GmbH

Cooperation established inter alia

with Austrian Ecolabel for Tourism,

Steinbock Label, BIO Hotels

Europe, 10 Countries

Around 150

Environment, Social Issues,
Economy

Standard published

Desk-top reviews and first-party
verification

Osterreichisches
Umweltzeichen ::
Tourismus

The Austrian Ecolabel was the first national
eco-label for tourism worldwide. The label was
introduced in 1996 for hotels and restaurants
and since 2008, it has also been applied to travel
packages in Austria and other countries.

Internet

Certifying
Organisation

Partner
Organisation/s

Scope

Certified
Businesses

Sustainability
Areas

Transparency

Verification
Procedure

Viabono was established in 2001 as an

initiative of the German Federal Ministry for the
Environment and the Federal Environmental
Agency. The certificate is awarded to hotels,
apartments, conference centres, campgrounds,
hostels, restaurants, holiday packages as well as
canoe rental services, nature parks and tourism

municipalities.

Internet

Certifying
Organisation

Partner
Organisation/s

Scope

Certified
Businesses

Sustainability
Areas

Transparency

Verification
Procedure

SWISS MADE

NOSHKAELE

www.viabono.de

Viabono GmbH

BMU, BMWi, UBA, BfN

Germany

300

Environment, Economy

Standard published

Desk-top reviews and first-party
verification

Steinbock-Label

www.umweltzeichen.at

Austrian Federal Ministry
for Agriculture, Forestry,
Environment and Water

Management (BMLFUW)

Austrian Consumer Association
(VKD

Austria

Around 220

Environment

Standard published

On-site third-party verification
every 4 years

The Steinbock-Label is awarded to hotels and
hostels, youth hostels and convention centres.

As of 2012, it operates under the label ,lbex - fair
stay” and is awarded at three levels (bronze, silver
& gold). An extension to Austria, South Tyrol and
Germany is planned.

Internet

Certifying
Organisation

Partner

Organisation/s

Scope

Certified
Businesses

Sustainability
Areas

Transparency

Verification
Procedure

www.steinbock-label.ch

Steinbock-Label

Switzerland, Liechtenstein

58

Environment, Social Issues,
Economy

Standard published

On-site third-party verification
every 2-3 years

630@ €569 DD EFoBS EFL GEID @




Green Tourism Business
Scheme (GTBS)

7

LEGAMBIENTE

TURISMO Legambiente Turismo

GTBS is officially recognised by all the national
tourism offices in Ireland and Great Britain. The
certificate is awarded in bronze, silver or gold to all
types of accommodation, restaurants, attractions,

The environmental association Legambiente closely
cooperates with the tourism destinations in Italy,
coordinating the criteria together with them.
Travellers can view the services offered by certified

offices, conferences and event venues, tour
operators, boats and shops.

Internet

Certifying
Organisation

Partner
Organisation/s

Scope

Certified
Businesses

Sustainability
Areas

Transparency

Verification
Procedure

S
s(//////ﬁ

wy

www.green-business.co.uk

Green Business UK Ltd.

Shetland Environmental Agency
Ltd.

Great Britain, Ireland

2231 (awaiting grading, bronze,
silver, gold)

Environment, Social Issues,
Cultural Heritage

Standard partially published

On-site third-party verification
every 2 years

Nordic Swan

hotels, campsites, guesthouses and agro-tourism

farms online.
Internet

Certifying
Organisation

Partner
Organisation/s

Scope

Certified
Businesses

Sustainability
Areas

Transparency

Verification
Procedure

www.legambienteturismo.it

Legambiente Turismo

National, regional and local
organisations and tourism
authorities

[taly

426

Environment, Economy, Cultural
Heritage

Standard published

On-site third-party verification
every year

Sistema de Turismo
Responsable (STR)

The Nordic Swan certifies hotels, youth hostels,
restaurants, supermarkets, car washes and
laundries. The national partner organisations are
official agencies and as such are also responsible

Internet

Certifying
Organisation

Partner
Organisation/s

Scope

Certified
Businesses

Sustainability
Areas

Transparency

Verification
Procedure

for examining and awarding the EU Ecolabel.

WWwWw.svanen.se

SIS Ecolabelling AB

Sweden, Norway, Danemark,
Finland, Iceland

331

Environment

Standard published

On-site third-party verification
every 3-4 years

OB BOEO e30EN0D 6e38) e OENE (NSTC)

The Biosphere Responsible Tourism label certifies
accommodations as well as restaurants, amusement
parks, golf courses, attractions, and entire
destinations, e. g. biosphere regions and cities.

Internet

Certifying
Organisation

Partner
Organisation/s

Certified
Businesses

Sustainability
Areas

Transparency

Verification
Procedure

www.biospherehotels.org

Instituto de Turismo
Responsable

Advanced Leisure Services,
Fundacion Eurochile, Epysa,
Desosturcan, TUV Rheinland,
TUI, Instituto de la Hospitalidade,
Reserva de Biosfera de la Palma

Spain, Dominican Republic, Peru,
Chile, Germany, Mexico, United
Kingdom, Portugal

73

Environment, Social Issues,
Cultural Heritage

Standard partially published

On-site third-party verification
every year




Ecotourism Australia
- ECO Certification

CERTIFIED
Program

Tourism

Green Leaf Foundation

The certificate is awarded to accommmodations,
tourist attractions as well as to trips and tours
offered by local tour operators in Australia. It is to
be extended in the future to other countries.

Internet www.ecotourism.org.au

Certifying Eco Tourism Australia
Organisation

Certifying Green Leaf Foundation

Partner -

Organisation/s

Partner Tourism Authority of Thailand,

Scope Australia

Certified 548
Businesses

Scope Thailand

Sustainability Environment, Social Issues,
Areas Economy

Transparency Standard published

Verification On-site third-party verification

Procedure

Fair Trade in Tourism
South Africa (FTTSA)

FTTSA is the first label initiative under which
accommodations, excursions and other tourism
products in South Africa are certified on the basis
of the internationally accepted Fair Trade criteria.
The first fairly traded travel packages to South
Africa have been launched under the “Fair Trade
Travel" label FTTSA in cooperation with European
tour operators.

The Green Leaf Foundation awards up to five
“green leaves” to hotels, spas and holiday resorts.
An extension of the standard to the entire tourism
industry in Thailand is under preparation.

Internet www.greenleafthai.org/en/
green_found

Organisation

Organisation/s Thai Hotels Association, UNEP and
other organisations in the field of
energy, water and environment

Certified 224
Businesses

Sustainability Environment

Areas

Transparency Standard partially published

On-site second-party verification
every 2 years

Verification
Procedure

ECO Ecotourism Kenya's
tourlsm Eco-rating scheme

Internet www.fairtourismsa.org.za

Internet www.ecotourismkenya.org

Certifying Fair Trade in Tourism South
Organisation Africa

Partner -
Organisation/s

Partner -

Scope South Africa

Scope Kenya

Certified 63
Businesses

Sustainability Environment, Social Issues,
Areas Economy

Areas Economy

Standard published

Transparency

On-site third-party verification
every 2 years

Verification
Procedure

The Kenyan certificate is awarded in the categories
of bronze, silver and gold to hotels, lodges and
camps. Bronze is also awarded to businesses in
neighbouring Tanzania. A separate certification
standard is applied to local tour operators.

Certifying Eco Tourism Kenya
Organisation

Organisation/s

Certified 57
Businesses

Sustainability Environment, Social Issues,

Standard not published

Transparency

On-site second-party verification
every 2 years
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SMART VOYAGER™ Smart Voyager
FIETD

CERTI

This certificate is awarded at five levels, from entry
level to the maximum level of coverage of the
sustainability criteria in all areas. Besides hotels,
local tour operators and car rentals can also be
certified.

Internet www.turismo-sostenible.co.cr

Certifying Costa Rican Tourism Board

Organisation

Partner Comision Nacional de
Organisation/s Acreditacion, ICT, UCR, Canatur,
INBIO, INCAE, MINAET, UICN

Scope Costa Rica

Certified 139
Businesses

Sustainability Environment, Social Issues,
Areas Economy

Standard published

Transparency

Verification On-site third-party verification

Procedure

Besides hotels and eco lodges, Smart Voyager
certifies boats and ships offering excursions along
the Amazon River or around the Galapagos Islands.
Moreover, the Ecuadorian certificate is available to
social institutions and initiatives which collaborate
with tourism businesses.

Internet www.smartvoyager.org

Certifying Conservacion y Desarrollo

Organisation

Partner Global Compact, GSTC,

Organisation/s Sustainable Tourism Network
of the Americas, Sustainable
Agriculture Network, American
Ecuadorian Chamber,
BrandOscope, Ekobai.com

Scope Ecuador, Colombia, Honduras,
Chile

Certified 45

Businesses

Sustainability Environment, Social Issues,

Areas Economy

Transparency Standard published

On-site third-party assessment
every year

Verification
Procedure
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